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Riverside is committed to providing safe, reliable and affordable power that achieves a balance between high quality, low cost energy and the environmental
impacts of providing energy resources.

The City is equipped with its own municipal utility, which allows the ability to select energy sources and partially control emissions. The State has adopted and
implemented a policy to increase the use of renewable energy to meet 33 percent of its electric load by 2020. Riverside is working to secure new sources of
renewable power and non-greenhouse gas emitting sources.

Every energy goal and associated task in this plan is aimed at focusing our City’s power resources mix at reliable renewable energy or using less energy.
By reducing consumption we will create energy savings for residents, business and government alike.




Increase the use of non-greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting
energy by 2020 to 70% with at least 50% coming from
B renewable sources.®®

Promote Riverside as a Solar City by installing 20 MW of
g 'ocal photovoltaic installations by 2020.

Design and
install at least
100 kW annually

Continue to offer Implement a tiered Provide financing
$2.5 million to- rebate system mechanisms for
wards residential to encourage PV residential/com-

Provide an annual Provide 20 MW
update of the of regional non-
energy portfolio emitting sources
to RPU Board. by 2020.

in City-funded
installations.

and commercial installations paired mercial customers
PV installations with energy effi- to install PV by
annually. ciency by 2010. 2010.

Based on 2006 reports, reduce the City’s base electrical
load by 10% by 2012 and reduce the City’s peak electrical
H load by 20% by 2020.®°

Develop and Shift 10% of peak
implement de- load to alternative
mand response periods by 2020

Save 20 million Annually review
kWh annually and implement

through Public City-wide cost-
Benefits pro- effective energy

and load shift- through cost-ef-
ing programs by fective program-
2010. ming.

grams. efficiency mea-
sures.
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Riverside is situated in a semi-arid region of Southern California where water resources are dependent on local snow pack and rainfall. As regional temperatures rise and
the threat of reduced local precipitation exists, Riversiders are reminded that doing their part to reduce global warming is a local issue. Additionally, Riverside experiences an
above-average level of air pollution given its proximity east of Los Angeles and west of the San Bernardino Mountains that essentially “locks-in” smog in the region’s basin.
While the City continues to make efforts to reduce pollution through emission reduction measures, additional steps must be created and implemented to improve air quality.
Electric Utility greenhouse gas emission targets will meet those jointly developed at State and Federal levels as resources cover many of the Western United States.
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Establish the GHG emissions baseline for the City of Riverside
in order to meet the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement
B goal to reduce GHG emissions by 7% below 1990 levels.

Establish the 1990 GHG
emissions baseline per
capita and geographi-
cally for the City of

Riverside by the end of
2010 and every 5 years
thereafter.

Develop and incorporate
mitigation measures in
the Green Action Plan
that provide verifiable
GHG savings by 2010.

Utilizing the City boundaries as defined in 2008; implement a
climate action plan to reduce GHG emissions to 7% below the

" by 2020.

1990 City baseline by 2012 and 15% below the City baseline

Establish programs Aggressively support
that comply with the programs at the AQMD
South Coast Air Quality that reduce GHG and
Management District particulate matter gen-

(AQMD) and the City’s eration in the Los Ange-
General Plan 2025 to les and Orange County
improve the air quality regions to improve air

in Riverside.

quality and reduce pol-
lution in Riverside.




s ﬁ} vy, Implement programs to reduce waste, based on
By ru-**‘f W kPt % TR TR RS A o - the 2007 per capita baseline, by 75% by 2020.

Increase recycling Encourage the Implement the Expand the City’s
City-wide by 15% reduction of any City’s Environ- Green Waste pro-
by 2012.€° disposable, toxic, mentally Prefer- gram to capture
or non-renewable able Purchasing 75% of the green
products by 5% Policy by 2010. waste generated
by 2010. by City facilities
annually.

Expand the City’s Explore a ‘Zero Develop measures to encour-

existing recycling Waste Ordinance’ age recycling of recoverable

program to re- by 2012.€° waste from all construction sites

cycle at least 15% throughout Riverside by a mini-

from all municipal mum of 9% by 2015, beginning

facilities annually. with 40% in 2010 and increasing
by 10% each year thereafter.

Implement educational programs throughout

- the community to encourage green practices.

Encourage the Develop and Evaluate and

reduction of any implement State implement on-
Solid waste prevention and recycling can help reduce climate change impacts as less solid waste decreases the amount of heat-trapping GHG emissions linked to everyday trash. disposable, toxic, Standards based line resources by
Riverside is committed, through programs like CURE (Clean Up Riverside’s Environment) and Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful (KRCB), to promote the basic principles of recycle, or nonrenewable curriculum for 2010.

reduce, reuse. Since August 2007, the City has been implementing a Green Purchasing Policy to promote City purchasing of environmentally preferable products. products by 5% K-12 educational
through program facilities by 2010.

creation by 2010.
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The artwork pictured above was part of an ad announc-
ing Riverside as one of California’s first Emerald Cities. It
won the Silver Addy Award in March of 2010.

The Inland Empire is one of the fastest growing regions in the state and nation. In order for Riverside to meet the demands of its existing and anticipated residential and
business community, we must adhere to the smart growth goals established in the General Plan 2025. These goals include pedestrian-friendly, high-density, mixed-use

and transit-oriented developments that utilize fewer natural resources. Riverside is also dedicated to attracting more green industry into the region to operate sustain-
able businesses through the assistance of the Economic Development Division and the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce.

GreenRiverside.com

Adopt voluntary stan-
dards and programs for
residential and commer-
cial projects with incen-
tives for excellence in
sustainable design and
development that en-
courage green building
by 2011.

Encourage programs
to establish green
operations and main-
tenance for public and
private sector busi-
nesses by 2012.

Apply urban planning
principles that encour-
age high density, mixed-
use, walkable/bikeable

neighborhoods, and
coordinate land-use and
transportation with open
space systems.

Review opportunities
to increase local Green
Collar Jobs, as defined
by the American Re-
covery and Reinvest-
ment Act, by 2010.

Provide incentives to increase green development
- throughout Riverside annually.

Develop annual pro-
gramming that provides
incentives for residential
and commercial green

building efforts with an
emphasis on the retrofit
of existing facilities by
2012.

Meet the environmentally sensitive goals of the General Plan
2025 specified in the Mitigation Monitoring Program of the
Environmental Impact Report, and the Implementation Plan
following the timelines set forth in each.

Review older specific
plans for consistency
with the General Plan
2025 and add sustain-

able policies as funding
permits.
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Increase the City’s Urban Forest.

1 O Provide accessible open space to all City residents.
O
O

Ensure that there
is an accessible
park, recreational,

Coordinate trail
connections with
the County of Riv-

Strengthen the
City’s existing trail
inventory while

Plant at least 1,000
trees in City parks and

Encourage the planting
of at least 3,000 shade

2015. o

ip;]rgrvei:isr;goefl ;ZS% . iirtsiiadseaa:isseopportu- g g;gg:l\ﬁ tcr)]ipneg 1/2 g% right-of-ways annually. trees on private property
! ) ' ' ' annually.
sive recreation and & e mile of 90% of i .
multi-use trails by v . City residentsby &% .. °
" el ! =

Provide non-accessible open space areas for the protection of
natural habitat that also provides green space buffers that add
H to the City’s viewshed for the enjoyment of all residents.

Continue to partner
with the Riverside
Conservation Agency
to implement the Mul-
tiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan.

Inventory and map areas
currently preserved as
open space easements
under recorded maps by
2010.

Acquire 200 acres of
open space lands for
use as passive parks
by 2015. €

Preservation, expansion and protection of our open spaces are of the utmost importance
in maintaining the quality of life for Riverside residents. The parks system is comprised
of 51 parks totaling 2,500 acres. Riverside was recognized by the American Public Power
Association (APPA) with the Golden Tree Award. The award recognizes municipal utili-
ties that have planted at least one tree per customer (111,000). To guarantee Riverside
remains a green city, we must continue to plant trees and preserve park and natural
habitat for future generations.

GreenRiverside.com



Decrease the vehicle miles traveled by 15%
by 2015 based on the 2009 baseline. t©

Encourage the use of
bicycles as an alternative
form of transportation,
not just recreation, by
increasing the number

of bike trails by 15 miles
and bike lanes by 111
miles throughout the City

before 2018.

B

Implement a regional
transit program between
educational facilities by
2010.

Promote and encourage
the use of alternative
methods of transporta-
tion throughout the com-
munity by providing pro-
grams to City employees
that can be duplicated
by local businesses by
2011.

Coordinate a plan with
local agencies to expand
affordable convenient
public transit within the
City limits by 2010.

Reduce mobile sources of pollution by 5% through programs
and partnerships.

Encourage the purchase Synchronize traffic sig-
of alternative fuel ve- nals along primary City
hicles or lower emission arterials by the end of
hybrids and plug-ins 2012.

for the residential and
business community by
offering incentives by
2010.

Implement a program
to design, construct or
close at least one of the
26 railroad grade sepa-
rations each year.

Reconstruct at least
two freeway/street
interchanges by
2012.

Increase the number
of clean vehicles in the
non-emergency City
fleet to at least 60%
by 2010.

While transportation is crucial to the economy and our personal lives, the environmental impacts of transportation are equally significant and wide ranging. Regionally,

transportation is one of the largest emission sources and poses significant challenges to address. Today’s cars and trucks burn fuel 35% more efficiently with 95% less
emissions than 30 years ago, but the continuing increase in vehicle miles traveled has slowed the progress toward environmentally sustainable transportation. It is vital
that the City adopt strategies that improve regional mobility and vehicle emissions.

The Green Action Plan outlines numerous ways for the city to have a positive impact on transportation and combat mobile emission issues without affecting residents

and visitors ability to navigate the City.

GreenRiverside.com




With California’s Mediterranean
climate, unpredictable rainfall
and growing population, the
Reduce water usage by 20% by 2020.¢° State's water supply is facing
some of the most significant
. challenges seen in the last
half-century. While great strides
in water conservation and ef-
ficiency programs have been
made, the collective impacts
of record drought, increased
population, court-ordered
import reductions and the
potential for natural disasters
dictates that additional con-
servation measures must be
taken in order to continue to
provide safe and reliable water
to Riverside’s customers.

Implement water Implement a City-
efficiency, conserva- wide water conser-
tion, and education vation ordinance by
programs to reduce 2010.

the City’s per capita
potable water usage
by 20% by 2020.

Increase the use of recycled water usage by -
o 30% by 2020, based on the 2008 baseline."™ [ty

Colorado River or sources to
the north. Because of outstand-
ing leadership, Riverside’s
water is cultivated entirely from
local underground aquifers and
is self-reliant. However, with
increasing demands we must
be judicious with our supply
and will continue to use con-
servation and recycled water
to meet the needs of today and
tomorrow.

Develop recycling Increase the use
methods and ex- of recycled water
pand existing uses from the wastewater
for recycled waste- treatment plant to

water by 2015. recover 15,000 acre
feet or 30% of plant
effluent by 2020.

GreenRiverside.com



The Riverside County Department
of Public Health has publicly rec-

S R Promote community based-programming with an ongoing
committed to actively promoting = = = - . -
sustainable and health iving comprehensive approach to healthy living for Riverside resi-
more active, knowledgeable, and . dentS al'ld bUSineSSGS.(Ec)

for all residents by making it
garden-friendly.

In coordination with Coordinate with local
local medical fa- senior centers on a
cilities, encourage regular basis to ensure
participation by the that Riverside’s grow-
Riverside community ing senior community
in annual health and has access to com-
wellness fairs. prehensive healthy
living resources.

Increase availability of fresh, locally grown food through
increase in community farmer’s markets, particularly in
B under-served areas. €©

Conduct a citywide Utilize existing relation- Utilizing local resourc-
inventory of commu- ships with local agen- es create and facilitate
nity gardens and local cies such as school “How To...” classes
farmers markets by districts and non-profit focusing on “green”
2010. organizations, increase throughout the city.

awareness and par-

ticipation in community

gardens and farmers

markets.
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Mayor’s Letter

When | appointed a Clean & Green Task Force, in 2005, | asked them to create a report on how to become a clean, green, more
sustainable city. The result of excellent work by the Task Force was these simple guidelines: Save Water, Keep it Clean, Make
it Solar, Make it Shady, Clean the Air, Save Fuel, Make it Smart, and Build Green.

Riverside’s first Green Action Plan, a 38 point plan, used these guidelines to highlight seven vital areas: Energy, Greenhouse
Gas Emissions, Waste Reduction, Urban Design, Urban Nature, Transportation, and Water. After essentially completing the
first Action Plan, the State’s Department of Conservation chose Riverside as the first “Emerald City” in 2009.

The designation means Riverside is part of an exciting, pilot project in which the state will provide resources, partnership,

and expertise to the city’s green initiatives; which include the original seven focus areas and an eighth dedicated to creating a
“Healthy Community.” From the focus areas, 18 new goals were created to compile a template to aid other California cities in
their efforts to attain their sustainable resource and conservation goals.

Today, the Green Action Plan is evolving. As part of our ongoing efforts, we continue to reach out to schools, businesses, com-
munity groups and other cities to spread increased awareness about what Riverside is aiming to achieve.

I’m excited about this Green Action Plan and encourage you to read it and take action. Find more information online at Green-
Riverside.com or visit my web page, www.riversideca.gov/mayor.

Together, we have a historic opportunity to influence hundreds of California cities. Let’s become the greenest city in the state
and show others what makes our “Emerald City” shine.

Sincerely,

Ronald O. Loveridge
Mayor
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